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to country or grossly immoral conduct are not reasons for sum- 
mary removal, but these considerations apart, a professorial ap- 
pointment is practically a permanent engagement, and the uni- 
versity which does not stand for this principle, even in face of 
irritation and criticism, will in time be punished by a failure to 
command the interest of distinguished scholars. Doubtless it is 
the responsibility of the president, as occupying a position in 
which he is especially open to the effects produced by academic 
indiscretion, to counsel and to frankly advise, but I think he may 
not threaten, I think he may not advocate punishment. These 
last actions are incompatible with the democracy and indepen- 
dence essential to university fellowship. 

"Our main safeguard is wisdom in selecting the university per- 
sonnel, and advancing to professorial grade. The man who is 
known to be penetrated with the academic spirit, to whom pre- 
tence and insincerity are detestable, and who is chosen because 
he is a man of knowledge and of character will never offer real 
embarrassment to a university which fears not the principle 'No 
Refuge but in Truth.' 

"Having said this, I wish to distinguish a university as a place 
where those who belong to it have free utterance, from a place 
where every comer may have freedom of speech. The two ideas 
are not consistent. The university is not an open forum. Its 
platforms are not free to the uninstructed or to those without 
repute. It is not a place where any sort of doctrine may be ex- 
pounded by any sort of person. There is a public attitude that 
sometimes questions the right, particularly of a state university, 
to exclude any from public utterance in university halls. But 
just as the permanent members of a university are selected with 
great care, and for reasons of confidence in their knowledge, so 
those who are invited to speak incidentally or occasionally must 
be judged with comparable considerations." — Extracts from the 
Inaugural Address of President Barrows, University of Cali- 
fornia. 

The Office of University President. — 

"The organization of the American Association of University 
Professors has already done a good work in insisting upon the 
real facts in the cases it has examined. With closer knowledge 
of the situation, it should be a helping agency in eliminating a 
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lot of the non-essentials from many of the academic freedom cases 
as well as establishing certain ethical standards. The right of a 
university professor to leave his chair after a two weeks' notice 
is claimed by a few men in faculties as wholly within their priv- 
ilege because the university is great and they are only one. On 
the other hand, when a university calls for a resignation with 
several months' notice, the claim is made, sometimes, that the 
dismissal is due to failure to meet the views of the president or 
board of trustees. So academic freedom comes in as a part of the 
controversy. Fortunately this sort of case does not arise very 
often, but the American Association of University Professors can 
render a real service if standards of ethical relation can be estab- 
lished as the basis for the action of members of faculties and 
governing boards." — President F. L. McVey, The Quarterly Jour- 
nal of North Dakota University, April, 1920. 

Democracy in Education. — 

"The reason for democracy in the university is the same as 
the reason for every extension of the franchise in the outside 
world. It is needed for the education of those to whom it is 
extended. Democracy is needed in the university for the educa- 
tion of the faculty. It is the peculiar disadvantage of the pro- 
fession of teaching that its members come into close contact with 
less mature minds with respect to whom they occupy a position 
of advantage which they can easily abuse if temperamentally 
inclined. They have little real contact with the outside world, 
for the reason that so far academic freedom is limited by college 
walls. Mr. W. H. Allen recently called attention to the fact 
that there was no college professor upon either of the industrial 
commissions appointed by President Wilson and asked the reason 
why. The reason is not far to seek. It is that university profes- 
sors are not free to discuss current economic, social and political 
questions in the outside world unless their opinions conform 
to prevailing standards. Possibly this statement would be ques- 
tioned by a majority of the members of university faculties, but 
that would be because the special interests of the majority do 
not lead them seriously to consider such questions. Barred 
from close contact with the outside world the only place in which 
university professors meet their equals is in discussion in uni- 
versity faculties and these discussions are vain and valueless 



